
There were many Levitical priests, but, “because Jesus lives forever, he has 
a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come 
to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them” (vv. 24,25).

Bruce helpfully comments, “The way of approach to God through him is a 
way that is always open, because in the presence of God he represents his people 
as ‘a priest for ever’.  He is no mediator in the ordinary sense, a go-between who 
places his good offices at the disposal of two parties in the hope of bringing them 
to agreement. He is the unique Mediator between God and man because he 
combines Godhead and manhood perfectly in his own person; in him God draws 
near to men and in him men may draw near to God, with the assurance of constant 
and immediate access.”

The new priesthood is better than the old because the priest is Jesus – “holy, 
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.” The old priests 
had to sacrifices for their own sins and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus 
“sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself” (vv. 26-27). The 
phrase “once for all” is used again and again in Hebrews to describe the 
completeness of the work of Christ and therefore the certainty with which we 
receive forgiveness and salvation.

• “In [Jesus] God draws near to men and in him men may draw near to 
God, with the assurance of constant and immediate access.” What does 
it mean in our Christian experience that Jesus is our great high priest?

• Jesus is still the Mediator, but his sacrifice for our sins was “once for all.” 
How important is that for us?
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When people are surfacing from anaesthetic or have suffered a stroke, they 
find themselves plied with questions to test their level of awareness and memory. 
“Where are you? When were you born? Who is the Prime Minister of 
Australia?…” I recall one old person who was quite puzzled by all this – “Don’t 
they know?”

Perhaps you have heard those instant phone-in quizzes on ABC radio. The 
answers are often quite straightforward – if you’re not the person under pressure! 
But sometimes the question is rather obscure.

Now think about some of the comparisons we make. An obscure singer 
could be said to be like Mario Lanza – but never the other way around!

• Let’s share for a moment our knowledge – or ignorance – about 
Melchizedek. Who was he? How much is known about him? Why would 
Jesus be compared with someone so obscure?

Melchizedek

So that’s where we begin this study. Hebrews compares Jesus with 
Melchizedek. Jesus we know, but – who’s Melchizedek?

This takes us back to Genesis 14 where we read that four kings formed an 
alliance to attack the cities in the valley where Abraham’s nephew Lot lived. “The 
four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food; then 
they went away. They also carried off Abram’s nephew Lot and his possessions, 
since he was living in Sodom” (vv. 11-12).

When Abraham heard about it, he gathered his men together and set off in 
pursuit. They chased them as far as Dan (in the far north near Mount Hermon), 
then made a surprise attack at Hobah, north of Damascus – a journey of nearly 400 
km.

They came back, bringing the people and their possessions. “Then 
Melchizedek king of Salem [where Jerusalem was later buuilt] brought out bread 
and wine. He was priest of God Most High, and he blessed Abram, saying, 
‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed 
be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.’ Then Abram 
gave him a tenth of everything” (vv. 18-20).



Some think it significant that Melchizedek brought out bread and wine – a 
pre-figuring of the Lord’s Supper. Hebrews, however, makes no such connection.

Abraham had given Melchizedek a tenth of all the captured booty. The king 
of Sodom said Abraham could keep the other ninety percent, but he refused. His 
relationship to “the Lord, God most high, Creator of heaven and earth” is key to 
his actions.

The only other reference to Melchizedek in the Old Testament is in Psalm 
110.4 – “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: ‘You are a priest 
forever, in the order of Melchizedek’.”

The opening verse of this Psalm is quoted by Jesus in Mark 12.36, to show 
his opponents that the Christ is far more than “son of David”, that he is in fact 
superior to David.

Like Melchizedek

Read: Hebrews 7.1-10
So back to our question – why compare Jesus with Melchizedek? Here are 

some clues.

• Melchizedek was a priest-king. He is described as both king of Salem and 
priest of the Most High God.

The Jews tended to think of the Messiah as the coming King. The Qumran 
community who produced the Dead Sea Scrolls seemed to be looking for two 
Messiahs – a priestly Messiah, as well as a royal Messiah. Melchizedek brought 
these two roles together. This was not typical of Judaism.

• In Hebrew, the name “Melchizedek” means “king of righteousness.” His city 
was “Salem” – a variant of shalom, meaning “peace.” His name and kingdom 
bring together “ righteousness” and “ peace.”

• Since Abraham gave him a tithe of all the booty, it would appear that Abraham 
regarded Melchizedek as his superior. The Levitical priests are all descendants 
of Abraham. So Melchizedek represents a priesthood that is superior to the 
Levitical priesthood.

• And – he was obscure! God was doing it again! The very fact of his obscurity 
throughout the Old Testament record makes him ideal for talking about the 
priesthood of Jesus.

Levitical priests had to prove their lineage. Dates of birth and death, the 
names of both father and mother – all had to be recorded. And here is Melchizedek 
– a priest without any such records being available to us.

We don’t have to assume that he had no parents or that he lived forever – 
just that there was no human record to confirm his eligibility as a priest, nor a 

record of his death to confirm that his priesthood was ended. Some have 
suggested, that he was a “christophany” – an appearance of Christ himself to 
Abraham a couple of thousand years before the incarnation. But this is an 
unwarranted suggestion.

Melchizedek was a human being who ruled over the kingdom of Salem at 
the time of Abraham. Yet his appearance and disappearance in the story suggest, 
not just an ideal “priest-king”, but someone greater – “a priest forever…” (as in 
Psalm 110). It was another “hanging” reference in the Old Testament awaiting 
fulfilment in Christ.

• We still don’t know much about Melchizedek! But let’s reflect on what we 
do know.

• We have long accepted the separation of Church and state. Reflect on 
the idea of a ruler who also relates us to God.

• “Righteousness” and “peace”. Reflect on these two qualities. How do we 
see them in our own system of politics and government?

Jesus Like Melchizedek

Read: Hebrews 7.11-28
The Levitical priesthood was limited in what it could achieve. F.F. Bruce 

comments that “the Aaronic priesthood was neither designed nor competent to 
inaugurate the age of fulfilment; that age must be marked by the rise of another 
priest, whose priesthood was of a different order and character from Aaron’s. 
Some phases of Jewish expectation [notably the Qumran Community] did look 
forward to a new age – the age of restoration – when a worthy priest would preside 
over the state; but the coming priest of the tribe of Levi could at best be actually 
what the Aaronic priest was ideally and could not bring in perfection in the sense 
intended by our author. For that, another priest of a different kind was called for.”

Jesus didn’t descend from Levi, but from Judah (v. 14). So he could not 
have been a priest in the order established by Moses. He was “a priest not on the 
basis of a regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an 
indestructible life” (v. 16). And, while Aaron and his descendents became priests 
on the basis of God’s command (Ex. 28.1), the permanence and superiority of the 
priest like Melchizedek was declared by the divine oath in Ps. 110.4 (compare 
Heb. 6.17).


