
Creator… Most of the names appear to be those of individuals, although they 
meet us later in the Old Testament as peoples, just as do the personal names 
Israel, Edom, Moab, etc. The natural sense of the chapter seems to make these 
the founders of their respective groups; but the interest lies in the group founded 
and its relation to other peoples (Genesis 104-105).
There are two digressions in the listing of the sons of Ham. “Cush was the 

father of Nimrod…” (v. 8). NIV has the footnote “Father may mean 
ancestor or predecessor or founder; also in verses 13, 15, 24 and 26” – 
Nimrod isn’t listed in v. 7 as one of Cush’s immediate sons. He is described 
as “a mighty warrior on the earth… a mighty hunter before the LORD” (v. 9) 
– a testament to his prowess. “Babylon” (v. 10) is the same word as “Babel” 
in chapter 11. Nimrod’s connections with Babylon and Nineveh are 
significant for the ongoing story of God’s people.

Regarding Canaan (vv. 15-19), Derek Kidner comments,
Our knowledge of the early Canaanites indicates that they were non-Semitic, as 
this paragraph shows. In accordance with the curse on Canaan in 9.25f, and 
because of their wickedness (15.16; Deut. 20.17f), most of these people were to 
be dispossessed by Israel, and sooner still, the cities of 19b divinely destroyed. 
(Genesis 108)
“Mizraim” (v. 13) is the Hebrew name for Egypt – also significant in 

Israelite history.
Among the sons of Shem, Eber (vv. 24,25) is significant. His name is 

evidently the source of the word “Hebrew”. It is through Eber that the line 
of Shem passes to Abraham and the Israelites.
Reflect:
• We began by speaking of the Great Flood as “one of the ‘great divides’ 

of human history”. Already in Noah’s sons we are aware of choices and 
actions that have placed “divides” between individuals and nations. The 
big issue continues to be how people respond to the God who has 
revealed himself supremely in Jesus. How can a person make the 
choices that will result in his/her life “flowing God’s way”? How can 
national life and character be transformed by God’s grace? To what 
actions is the Lord of the Church calling us?

9. Scattered! Reading: Genesis 11
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Studies in Genesis chapters 1-11
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8. Lines of Descent
Reading: Genesis 9.18-10.32

 It isn’t always a “range”, though some recent atlases call it that. We were 
taught that it was simply “The Great Divide”. Stretching through the three 
eastern Australian states, we have met it in many places. Here is my 
reflection on it from 7 January 1984 after we had traveled from Mount 
Buffalo to Jindabyne –

While driving along the Alpine Way, we had climbed from the Murray River 
basin to the Great Divide and across into the Snowy River basin.
The climb was steep. With full load, much of the distance required second gear 
and some first.
Climbing Kosciusko by foot, we were conscious of a grand and definite range. 
Every trickle, every little mountain stream was heading towards the Snowy 
which began under that name below Charlotte Pass. But from the top of 
Kosciusko we could see a stream heading for a gorge which we believe to be the 
Geehi River on its way to the Murray.
So spectacularly different!
But now we have driven north from Jindabyne to Cooma. Just before Cooma 
airport we crossed the Great Divide again – it has doubled back along the 
Monaro Range. Only by studying the map could we pick which of a series of 
undulations it was. Yes, with a full load we did change to third! And there to the 
left was the Murrumbidgee – heading towards the Murray!
Sometimes the Great Divide is a big range, sometimes it is an even smaller 
feature than we had just passed. The question is not how spectacular, but which 
way the water flows.
It’s like that with life – does it flow God’s way?
Three times in Acts we are told of Paul’s spectacular conversion (chapters 9, 22 
and 26). But I wonder what happened to Timothy. He had a believing 
grandmother and mother (2 Tim. 1.5). He came to believe too.
What is the flow of your life?
The Great Flood was one of the “great divides” of human history. The 

most major one is the coming of Jesus Christ – incarnation, death and 
resurrection. At the beginning of human history we have the Creation, and 
at the end, the Second Coming of Christ. After the Flood there was a new 
beginning with a clear signal that the old problems weren’t eliminated.



Reflect:
• Name some of the “great divides” in recent history. To what extent and 

in what ways have they changed our history, our outlook, our ways of 
doing things? How have we coped with change? To what extent have 
we learned the “lessons of history”?

Shame and Curse
Read: Genesis 9.18-29.

While verse 19  points to the universal consequences of the flood for the 
human race – “These were the sons of Noah, and from them came the people 
who were scattered over the earth” – the additional reference to Ham in v. 
18 foreshadows the more specific account of the line of faith that will follow. 
It is Ham’s descendents through his son Canaan whom the Israelites 
(descended from Shem) will encounter when they come to enter the 
Promised Land.

Derek Kidner has the helpful and important comment –
The Bible preserves its emphasis both on the unity of mankind, as the prophets’ 
oracles on the heathen show, and on the specializations within that unity. But 
racial roles are superseded in the New Testament, where ‘there cannot be Greek 
and Jew, . . . barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all’ 
(Col. 3.11, RSV). Any attempt to grade the branches of mankind by an appeal 
to 25-27 is therefore a re-erecting of what God has demolished, not unlike the 
rebuilding for which Paul rebuked Peter in Galatians 2.18 (Genesis 102-103).
“Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard” (v. 20). It is not 

clear whether this means that Noah, who had been carpenter/boatbuilder for 
a number of years before the Flood, resumed his former occupation as a 
farmer, or that he now became a farmer. Interestingly, “soil” is the same 
word (adamah) used in 2.7 for “dust of the ground”. Noah was a 
continuation of the line from Adam.

There was no refrigeration for the fruit of the vine and it fermented. Noah, 
perhaps caught by inexperience, became drunk and lay exposed in his tent. 
Ham “saw his father’s nakedness and told his two brothers outside” (vv. 
21-22). The following comment helps us see why Ham’s action is regarded 
so seriously –

Modern readers fail to see the gravity of Ham’s sin and ask what is wrong with 
gossiping or joking to your brothers about your parents’ failings? So attempts 
have been made to suggest Ham was guilty of incest or other sexual impropriety. 
But these notions are wrong and fail to appreciate how seriously the Old 

Testament and other ancient cultures took filial duties. ‘Honour your father and 
mother’ comes next to the Godward commandments in Exodus 20, and striking 
or cursing your father or mother could be punished by death (Exodus 21.15, 17; 
cited by Jesus, Mark 7.10). (New Bible Commentary 67)
The curse on Canaan and the blessing of Shem and Japheth reminds us of 

Jacob’s blessing of his sons before he died (Gen. 49). In part, the words seem 
to be prophetic, speaking of what will happen in the course of history. Yet 
FF Bruce comments –

No indication is offered why he (Canaan) and not his father (Ham) should be 
cursed, nor why the curse should be on him rather than his brothers. Leupold’s 
suggestion that it is a prophetic curse on what the Canaanites were later to be 
(but in Genesis 15.16 it is the Amorites rather than the Canaanites) carries little 
conviction. Obviously he (Canaan) had done something despicable. The use of 
this passage to justify Negro slavery and the superiority of the white man is as 
evil a misuse of Scripture as to justify anti-Semitism on the basis of Matthew 
27.25. (International Bible Commentary 122)
It is significant that God’s personal name Yahweh (LORD) is only used in 

the blessing of Shem, the son evidently living in a positive relationship with 
God. The reference “may Japheth live in the tents of Shem” (Gen. 9.27) has 
no parallel in Old Testament history and leads us forward to the ingathering 
of the Gentiles in the New Testament (Eph. 3.6).
Reflect:
• There are two Biblical principles – a person’s choices and actions have 

profound effects on succeeding generations; each person is 
accountable for his/her own response to God and his/her own actions. 
The first is summed up in a proverb quoted in Jer. 31.29 and Ezek. 18.2 
and answered with the second by both prophets in verses following. Are 
we sinners because Adam sinned, or because we sin?

• What examples of the first principle can we recall from history or recent 
experience? How can a person “escape” from the “conditioning” of 
circumstances and accept real accountability for change?

Lines of Descent
Reference: Genesis 10.

Derek Kidner comments–
Not every nation known to the Old Testament is enrolled here, but enough are 
present to make the point that mankind is one, for all its diversity, under the one 


