
Blessed are...
R.V.G. Tasker has noted, “The merciful are those who are conscious

that they are themselves the unworthy recipients of God’s mercy, and that
but for the grace of God they would not only be sinners but condemned
sinners. In consequence they endeavour to reflect in their dealings with
others something of the mercy God has shown to them; and the more they
do so, the more God’s mercy is extended to them”.

To continue to live under God’s mercy, we must ourselves become
merciful. It is our appropriate response to his grace. The mercy we show to
others doesn’t earn us the right to God’s mercy, but the refusal to exhibit
mercy towards others will exclude us from God’s mercy. We need to show
this quality more in all our personal relationships, and to continue to know
his promised blessing,
Reflect:
• Is repentance just a “let’s pretend” game we play with God? Why does

Jesus say that God’s mercy must be “followed up” with our mercy?

• In what new directions has the Lord been speaking to us through this
study? What are we going to do about it?

Once when Frederick II, an eighteenth-century king of Prussia, went
on an inspection tour of a Berlin prison, he was greeted with the cries of
prisoners, who fell on their knees and protested their unjust imprisonment.

While listening to these pleas of innocence, Frederick’s eye was
caught by a solitary figure in the corner, a prisoner seemingly unconcerned
with all the commotion.

“Why are you here?” Frederick asked him.
“Armed robbery, your Majesty”.
“Were you guilty?” the king asked.
“Oh yes, indeed, Your Majesty.  I entirely deserve my punishment.”
At that Frederick summoned the jailer.  “Release this guilty man at

once,” he said. “I will not have him kept in this prison where he will corrupt
all the fine innocent people who occupy it.”

We advocate justice when our own rights and interests are at stake, but
leniency when we at fault.

In a world where one’s own rights and interests must be preserved at
all costs, where many people seem to think, “Happy are the unforgiving –
they will get ahead!”, Jesus, the Master Teacher, says, “Blessed are the
merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Mt. 5.7).
Reflect:
• “We advocate justice when our own rights and interests are at stake,

but leniency when we are at fault”. Justice and mercy… How are they
viewed in our society? How do we relate to them personally?

• Which of these two qualities seems to be lacking most at the present
time?
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6. … the Merciful
Reading: Matthew 18.21-35
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Study 7 – … the Pure in Heart. Reading: Psalm 24; Matthew 15.1-20.



Our Need for Mercy
Some of the earlier beatitudes we have studied have emphasised that

God’s blessing comes to us as we recognise our need. The present beatitude
goes on to speak of the positive quality of life that will be found in those who
are “poor in spirit” and come to God recognising their need, those who
“hunger and thirst after righteousness”.

Perhaps we have understood this beatitude to mean that if we are
merciful to others we will earn the right to God’s mercy for ourselves. But
this is to misunderstand what mercy is. Mercy cannot be earned or deserved.

The story is told about a man in Napoleon’s army who had committed
his second capital crime. He was tried and condemned to die. His mother
came to plead for her boy’s life.

Napoleon told her, “This boy doesn’t deserve to live. He has
committed a second offense”.

But the boy’s mother said, “Oh, but he doesn’t deserve to die”.
 Napoleon replied, “He does not even deserve mercy!"  To which the

mother said, "If he deserved it, it would not be mercy."  This touched the
heart of Napoleon and he spared her son's life

 Mercy is compassion on someone in need or helpless distress, or on
someone in debt and without claim to favourable treatment.

We need God’s mercy. We turn aside from God’s ways so often in
practice, and our noblest strivings still fall short of what he requires of us.
We cannot be accepted by him on our own merits or by our own good works.
We need God’s mercy, not only to save us from the terrible consequences of
our wrongdoing, but to motivate and empower us to do his will (Phil. 2.13).

As we have noted earlier, it is our acknowledgement of spiritual
poverty, our desire to be what we know we are not, righteous, that brings the
promised blessing of God.
Reflect:
• Paul wrote that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”

(Rom. 3.23) and that “the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (6.23). “Mercy cannot be earned
or deserved”. Is this a true description of the human predicament? To
what extent do we believe in our “need for mercy”?

Being Merciful
Read: Matthew 18.21-35.

Again and again, Jesus emphasised that the true acknowledgement of
our need for God’s mercy must be seen in our mercy towards others. To
refuse mercy is to fail to see that we ourselves must always stand under
God’s mercy.

This is the basis on which we pray for forgiveness in the Lord’s Prayer,
as Jesus made quite clear – “For if you forgive men when they sin against
you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive
men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins” (Mt. 6.14,15). On the
same basis, Jesus cautions us, “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For
in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure
you use, it will be measured to you” (Mt. 7.1,2 – note also vv. 3-5).

Jesus set out this principle very strongly in the parable of the
unforgiving servant (Mt. 18.21-35).

The servant in the parable was forgiven a debt of some 10,000 talents.
The talent was around 34 kilograms of gold – so the total value was several
million dollars. But the servant was then was unwilling to forgive a fellow-
servant who owed him a hundred denarii. The denarius was a Roman silver
coin and represented a labourer’s daily wages – a real debt, but a trifling
amount by comparison.

The mercy that had been extended was soon cancelled. The
exaggeration in this parable is quite intentional – to stress how much greater
is all that God has forgiven us than anything in which we may be called on
to extend forgiveness to others.
Reflect:
• Is forgiveness just a game of “let’s pretend”? What happens to a debt

when it is forgiven? Who pays for it in the end?

• Jesus is very clear and definite that we should be merciful, that we
forgive. Why?


